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EQUALITIES IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Screening Assessment Form 

Waste & Recycling Policy

1. Is this policy, strategy or function new ___ or an existing___ one? 

1a.  Briefly describe the reasons for developing or reviewing this?

Forthcoming changes in operations, loss of income and the councils drive to reduce waste and increase recycling. This is an update to 
the existing policy written  and approved in 2013

2a. Describe the main aim or purpose of this item? Who will it benefit? Why is it needed?

Local authorities have a statutory duty to collect household waste from its residents. The council needs to revisit its current policy as a 
result of forthcoming cuts to HCC income and drive forward with its reduce waste and increase recycling message which will benefit both 
the council, its residents and the environment. The success of waste collection arrangements relies upon householders properly 
separating recyclable and residual waste and placing that waste in the wheeled bin or sack provided by the Council. StreetScene are 
initiating a performance indicator whereby the council’s contractor will help to identify those residents that contaminate recycling 
collections and help drive forward our requirement for good quality recyclables being presented for processing.
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3a. The Public Sector Equality Duty is part of the Equality Act 2010. The Duty requires the Council to have due regard to the 
following three aims:  

 eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation;
 advance equal opportunities between people from different groups
 foster good relations between people from different groups.  

Having due regard means considering how this policy, strategy or function has or will advance equal opportunities for each of 
the protected groups below.   
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3b  Identify how this item demonstrates due regard to the three aims above  for each of the protected groups below. 
 (For marriage and civil partnership, legislation requires  you only need to demonstrate how you would eliminate unlawful discrimination, 
harassment and victimisation)
Protected characteristic This item demonstrates due regard by:

Describe how it furthers equal opportunities. 
You can cite examples of  any disadvantage 
this item removes or minimises,  how it 
meets the specific needs of any groups, how 
it encourages participation, promotes 
understanding or integration between 
groups    

Describe any negative impact 
or potentially negative impact 
of this item for any group.  For 
any negative impact identified, 
describe actions already taken to 
address it. Any planned actions 
must be identified in section 4. 

  List data sources/ evidence 
used to assess impact and 
whether this item furthers the 
aims of the Equality Duty. Insert 
links to data used where possible

Age
Disability
Gender 
reassignment
Marriage and Civil 
Partnership

Waste services are universally provided to 
all households of Gosport. 

Pregnancy 
and Maternity
Race (ethnic or  
national origin, 
colour, nationality)
Religion or Belief 
(and lack of belief)
Sex

Waste services are universally provided to 
all households of Gosport.

.

There is the potential for older 
people, those with a disability or 
other healthcare needs to find it 
harder to lift the lids or move 
refuse or recycling containers. 

The policy sets out the Council’s 
obligations and requirements 
expected of residents. 
Requirements such as placing 
stipulated materials in the 
appropriate bin or sack, placing 
bins or sacks at the designated 
collection point and ensuring all 
waste is contained in the waste 
receptacle. Communication of 
these requirements and potential 
consequences for non-
compliance will be done in 
accordance with the Council’s 
Accessible Communications 
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Sexual Orientation Guidance.

We would take a measured and 
balanced approach, where 
householders are not penalised 
for minor breaches of waste bin 
requirements. The use of any 
penalties should focus on those 
who cause genuine harm to the 
local environment. We would 
inform the household about any 
issues on their approach to waste 
and recycling collections.

StreetScene officers will educate 
residents on the waste and 
recycling requirements prior any 
enforcement action, the latter only 
being taken if residents continue 
to ignore guidance and the 
requirements of the policy   

Assistance is given to those 
residents who require additional 
capacity due to age, disability or 
any other healthcare reasons to 
help moving bins to facilitate 
collections. Assistance is 
available to those residents who 
are unable to manoeuvre bins 
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due to mobility or medical 
reasons with no able-bodied 
resident living at the address. 
Those residents requiring 
additional capacity for healthcare 
waste can also be assisted.
 Reasons for an assisted lift or 
additional capacity need be 
notified to StreetScene by a 
Doctor or medical practitioner 
whereby assistance or additional 
capacity can be provided. The 
head of StreetScene will consider 
and determine requests on the 
basis of the information given and 
what assistance is reasonable 
and practical to provide.

3c. Are there any other groups in addition to those above which could be impacted (e.g. socially or financially excluded) 
by this item?
Please   ___yes   ___ no
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Group This item demonstrates due regard by:
 

Describe any negative impact or potentially 
negative impact of this item for any group

List data sources/ evidence 
used to assess impact and 
whether this item furthers 
the aims of the Equality 
Duty

Low income 
households

Currently, refuse and recycling bins are provided 
free of charge at a considerable cost to the council. 
Following a benchmarking exercise it was found 
that GBC is in a small minority of borough’s in 
Hampshire that provide free wheeled bins. At 
present bins are provided free of charge: 

To developers and new build properties

To residents reporting their bin as stolen

To residents when bins are damaged as a result of 
collection operations

Lid and wheel replacements are also provided free 
of charge

Records show a number of residents do not  
take reasonable steps to provide safe storage 
of wheeled bins with many left outside of the 
confines of properties and left insecure on 
public highway or council land.

The proposal is that residents and developers 
are charged for lost wheeled bins unless the 
Council or its contractor is proved to have 
caused the damage or loss.  

Residents requesting minor damaged bin 
repairs such as replacement wheels and lids 
will continue to receive this service free of 
charge.

        

The Council’s general 
waste bin costs are the 
lowest in Hampshire and its 
charge for recycling bins 
are among the lowest, with 
only 2 other authorities 
charging less.
Communications to 
households will include 
information about the new 
charge for lost bins and 
reminders to take 
responsibility to ensure the 
proper storage and security 
of their bins to avoid 
damage or loss. 

4. Please Identify any further actions you will take resulting from this assessment. 
Action Officer Responsible Completion date
Provide sufficient notice  and employ widely 
accessible communication methods to inform 
residents of the changes in the waste and 
recycling collection 

StreetScene Waste Management Team Spring 2021

Record and evaluate customer feedback / 
complaints and evaluate if any changes are 
needed to ensure a fair and equitable service for 
all households.

StreetScene  Waste Management Team Annually 

Monitor contractor feedback/ performance and 
evaluate for any changes needed 

StreetScene  Waste Management Team Monthly
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5. Do you have any additional comments? If so, please add.

6. Date of screening 7-12-20 Officer(s) completing assessment 
Alan Wheeler

Section Date Approved 
7-12-20

7. Name of Section Head

Stevyn Ricketts

Date review completed. 

8. Date submitted to E&D Lead Officer
 7-12-20

Date E & D review completed  9-12-20

E&D Lead Officer Recommendation:

 This assessment form is incomplete and requires additional information for its review by EDSG.
_________________________________________________________________________________

This assessment has been successfully reviewed  with the following outcome:

      No major change – The assessment of this policy/strategy/function shows no potential for discrimination and the aims of
         the Equality Duty have been met.

 Adjust the policy/strategy or function – This item will meet the aims of the Equality Duty if actions identified in Sections 3 and 4 to 
remove barriers or to better advance equality are implemented.

      Continue the policy/strategy/function – There is some potential for adverse impact or missed opportunities to promote equality, 
          but no unlawful discrimination has been identified. Ensure effective  monitoring is in place to regularly assess the actual  
          impact on different groups and carry out the actions identified in Sections 3 and 4 to remove barriers or to better advance equality.   

      Stop and Rethink – Adverse equality impacts have been identified/ may not be justified and have not been sufficiently mitigated.  
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         Unlawful discrimination could be taking place. Do not adopt or continue until a full equality investigation has been completed.
          


